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Dear Education Reformer:

This is the fifth in a series of issue briefs in which Democrats for Education Reform
will present innovative ideas for Education Secretary Arne Duncan’s $5 billion “Race
to the Top” initiative. (For more on the Race to the Top issues brief series go to
www.dfer.org.)

The Race to the Top fund represents a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to take steps at
the federal level to help bring bold, inventive, and effective reform models to scale
across the nation.

We’ve never seen anything like Race to the Top in our lifetimes, whether it is judged
by the size of the financial commitment or the sheer amount of ambition that comes
with it. Nor are we likely ever to see another such chance to implement meaningful
reforms at this scale. Indeed, the stakes are incredibly high. It is absolutely critical
that we get this right.

The higher we set the bar on the Race to the Top, the more likely we are to enable
those with proven approaches to expand their efforts, and in turn set the right
example to which we expect other states to strive. This series will put forth some of
the key components essential to a Race to the Top initiative that would truly live up
to its title.

We look forward to continuing to work with our elected officials and advocates at all
levels of government to advance these goals over the coming months.

Joe Williams Charles Barone
Executive Director Director of Federal Policy
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Growing Innovative Charter Schools

Charter schools have betre cutting edge afreative and bold education reforms,
particularly in highpoverty, highminority communities where previous effodssreform
have failed.

In the best charter schools, there has been commungin and investment from day
one Parents have been empowered thoto over com
neighborhoodchools. Ahievement levels and graduation rdtase soared.

Race to the Tomustexpand access for students to
quality charter schools. No state with substantial numbgTrs

of students from lowperforming schools who are on No state with
charter school waiting lists should be allowed to receiv§g
Race to the Tofunding unless they have active policies|| substantial numbers
in place to redress the situation.

of students from

At least three key obstacles stand in the way of more
students accessing the opportunities that successful
charter school approaches offer.

low-performing

schools who are on

Oneis that because of political pressuren the charter school
education establishment, many states have placed
arbitrary cap$ real or defacto- on the number of charte waiting lists should
schools that can open or expamdienty-five states
restrict the growth of charter schools in some fashion. be allowed to

Second is the fact the puld charter schoolgypically are receive Race to the
not given state categorical or school facilifiesding )
equal to thaf nonchartersOn averagecharters receive|  70p funding unless
22 percent less funding than other public schbols. .

they have active
Third , is thatin some instances, charter school azhtes
have resisted efforts to implement robust accountability

policies in place to

for charters or to improve or restructure {p@rforming redress the
charter schools. This, in turn, has provided legitimate

political fodder for those who oppose charter school situation.
expansion.

Here are our mposals foRace to the Tothat can break the logjams in each of these
three areasn the expansion of successful charters.

State Caps

E As a condition for receivinRace to the Tofunds, a state must eliminate caps on the
number of charter schooglsr approve mechanisms which allow for the continued growth
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of successful public schoals.

E One way to both circumvent caps and raise quality would be to reward states that
institutea Gmart capmechanism so that proven successes can becomechiptars
capable of replication without taking up new charter school slots under a statytory ca

E Race to the Toptates should havmultiple charter school authorizers, so that no one
entity can bottleneck the charter school approval process.

E Race to the Topecipients should not include those states that allow districts to bar
charters fom accessing vacant or undesed public school facilities.

Equitable Funding

E Race to the Toptates must provide school construction and facilities funding to
charters and nenharters onmequal basis. States that fiseal stabilization funds for
school modernizatiommaintenance, or repair must allocateequitable share of funds to
charter schools.

E Race to the ToptatesmustrequirethatLocal EducationAgencys that have passed
bonds omwsel fiscal stabilization funds for school modernizatiorgintenance, orepair
haveallocatal an equitable share of fundsdbarter schools for facilities.

E Priority should be given to states in which, if the equitable share of facilities funding
for individual charter schools is too small to be useful within an LEA, a tocsthtewide

pot has been established that only charters can apply for on a discretionary basis or
through which funds are 4distributed through the state's existing charter school facilities
funding mechanism.

Overcoming Political Impasses

There areseer al Aifair tradeso that we think can
proponents and charter school skeptics that will expand public charters while at the same
time promoting policies that benefit all schools in the state.

These ideas willonly workin@Race to the Topo in the cont
includes elimination of real or dlacto caps and the provision of equitable funding; they
are advanced here as i deas for ways to fsV

overcoming the political impassé& many states that impede the expansion of successful
charters.

E Non-charter schools that provide space for expanding charters may include the charter
school 6s tests scores in their calcul ati on
accountabilityobjectives for annual growth.

The charter gets the space to serve more students, and the public school host gets the
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achievement credit as a matter of policy.

ESchool districts that get Atransitional
reductiors in funding due to a reduction in students must allocate unused space to charter
school students.

If states are expected to subsidize districts for students they no longer educate, it is not
unreasonable to expect that such districtadmmmmodating afiew providers of public
education.

EStates and districts should i mplement #Aw

student needs such as disability, poverty, or limited English proficiency.

This funding should, in turn, be portable when studeatsster from norcharter to
charter public schools within and between districts.

E Race to the Toptates should only include those that have made concerted efforts,
measured by demonstrated student results, to affect dramatic changes in restructuring
schools at the final stage of school improvemeng.,closing suckschools and

converting them to public charte’s 2007 GAO reportfound that 40% o$choolsthat

wer e s up presrecdring hadndt enplémented fundamental reforms such as
reconsitution of the principal and teachers or closing and opening the school under new
management.

At the same time, charters in such states must agree to be held to the same standard, and
stand down from opposing efforts to revoke the charters eplerfiorming charter

school s. Neutrality as to t peftonaor@ajiti ng or
provider should be part of any such bargain.

' See this chart compiled by the Education Sector (2007):
http://www.educationsector.org/supplementary/supplementary show.htm?doc id=532974

" Finn, Hassel, Speakman, et@h ar t er School Funding: I neq
(Washington, DC: Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, 2005).

"These ideas are based on t hd&ardradediveanc e d
deals to Expand and Improve Charterlsool i ngo avail abl e at:

http://www.educationsector.org/usr_doc/I@W_Five_Charter_Deals.pdf

" http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO3-6
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