
Dear	
  Senator	
  Bayh,	
  
	
  
We	
  are	
  writing	
  to	
  thank	
  you	
  for	
  standing	
  up	
  for	
  students	
  and	
  demonstrating	
  
steadfast	
  resolve	
  against	
  funding	
  an	
  education	
  jobs	
  bill	
  through	
  cuts	
  to	
  vital	
  
education	
  reform	
  initiatives	
  like	
  Race	
  to	
  the	
  Top,	
  the	
  Teacher	
  Incentive	
  Fund,	
  and	
  
the	
  Charter	
  Schools	
  Program.	
  
	
  
Some	
  education	
  interest	
  groups	
  have	
  argued	
  that	
  President	
  Obama’s	
  initiatives	
  to	
  
drive	
  innovation	
  in,	
  and	
  boost	
  the	
  effectiveness	
  of,	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  education	
  
programs	
  should	
  be	
  suspended	
  until	
  the	
  economy	
  improves.	
  We	
  strongly	
  reject	
  that	
  
argument.	
  
	
  
In	
  a	
  time	
  of	
  resource	
  scarcity,	
  it	
  is	
  more	
  important	
  than	
  ever	
  to	
  ensure	
  that	
  
education	
  spending	
  at	
  all	
  levels	
  of	
  government	
  is	
  used	
  as	
  efficiently	
  and	
  effectively	
  
as	
  possible.	
  Providing	
  students	
  with	
  a	
  first-­‐rate	
  education	
  must	
  be	
  just	
  as	
  integral	
  a	
  
part	
  of	
  any	
  plan	
  for	
  our	
  nation's	
  economic	
  recovery	
  as	
  shoring	
  up	
  state	
  and	
  local	
  
budgets.	
  
	
  
We	
  ask	
  that	
  you	
  maintain	
  your	
  resolve	
  in	
  the	
  coming	
  weeks	
  if	
  and	
  when	
  the	
  House	
  
supplemental	
  appropriations	
  bill	
  containing	
  the	
  $800	
  million	
  in	
  cuts	
  to	
  education	
  
reform	
  is	
  brought	
  up	
  in	
  the	
  Senate,	
  or	
  if	
  similar	
  initiatives	
  are	
  advanced	
  on	
  other	
  
legislation.	
  Your	
  continued	
  vision,	
  resolve,	
  and	
  leadership	
  are	
  greatly	
  appreciated.	
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CC:	
  Senator	
  Bayh,	
  Senator	
  Begich,	
  Senator	
  Bennet,	
  Senator	
  Carper,	
  Senator	
  Durbin,	
  
Senator	
  Feinstein,	
  Senator	
  Hagan,	
  Senator	
  Landrieu,	
  Senator	
  Lieberman,	
  Senator	
  
McCaskill,	
  Senator	
  Nelson,	
  Senator	
  Udall,	
  Senator	
  Warner,	
  Senator	
  Wyden,	
  and	
  
Congressman	
  Polis.	
  


